essential act of tardy justice, Britain could not justify her posi-
tion before the unmurmuring world conscience, which is there
nevertheless. Singapore, Malaya and Burma taught me that
the disaster must not be repeated in India. I make bold to say
that it cannot be averted unless Britain trusts the people of
India to use their liberty in favour of the Allied cause. By that
supreme act cif justice Britain would have taken away all cause
for the seethirfg discontent of India. She will turn the growing
-Si-will into active goodwill. I submit that it is worth all the
battleships and airships that your wonder working engineers
and financial resources can produce.

.. .We say, 'This is the psychological moment for that re-
cognition. For then and then only can there be irresistible
opposition to Japanese aggression. It is of immense value to
the Allied cause if it is also of equal value to India. The Con-
gress has anticipated and provided for every possible difficulty
in the way of recognition. I want you to look upon the imme-
diate recognition of India's independence as a war measure of
first class magnitude.'           (Harijan, August 9, 1942, p. 264)

(S) A PLEA FOR REASON

The suppression, of which perhaps the hysterical outburst
in America and Great Britain is a precursor, may cow down
the people for the moment, but it will never put out the light
of revolt once it has been lighted.

JUSTICE OF CONGRESS DEMAND
The justice of the demand for the ending of British power
has never been questioned, the moment chosen for enforcing
it is the target of attack. It is clear as crystal in the Working
Committee resolution, why this moment is chosen. Let me para-
phrase it. India is not playing any effective part in the war.
Some of us feel ashamed that it is so and, what is more, we
feel that if we were free from the foreign yoke, we should play
a worthy, nay, a decisive part in the World War which has yet
|o reach its climax. We know that if India does not become
free now, the hidden discontent will burst forth into a welcome
to the Japanese, should they effect a landing. We feel that such
an event would be a calamity of the first magnitude. We can
avoid it if India gains her freedom. To distrust this simple,
natural and honest declaration is to court disaster.
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